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administrators, and every experiment crystallised shortly into a permanent bureau. They comprised a standing tax on all production. The drone population had of its nature to increase and swarm over the hive of basic industry, Mr. Baldwin was alarmed by the rash departure from all the sound tenets of finance he had learned on the County Council. He could not appreciate that he, as an employer, could not be trusted in his own locality "to play the game." Legislation was not required to teach him common honour. He forgot the irresponsible capital that was ready to sweat its wage slaves and the Miners' Union knew the facts and was growing into strength- It was a remarkable maiden speech, but the dice were loaded against it. It is a pity that a maiden speech of such sagacity should rank low in common judgment beside the more embroidered rhetoric that so often is applauded. The Member for West Worcestershire had endeavoured to put the price on "cheapness/* to foretell the doom of the T,U>C, and to deplore the increase of centralisation, England has witnessed the results of two prophecies. She may yet see the break-up of Whitehall and the eventualisation of the third.
On March lyth, 1909, Mr. Baldwin spoke as a tariff reformer; a role that during his career was to foreshadow both leadership and defeat. He moved a resolution to deplore the use of British capital abroad owing to the unfair competition of foreign producers and the high tariffs of other nations. Having no deep-rooted political beliefs, Mr, Baldwin is never forceful, but with a specific policy, in which as a practical man he believes, he carries conviction* He challenged Mr. Lloyd George on the " robbing of hen roosts " that strangely British modification of Lenin's exhortation "to rob back that which was robbed/* He deplored the weight of taxation and the permanent levy of capital by death duties. At this moment Mr. Bonar Law must have seen his own ideas mirrored in the mind of the new Member. Such a speech was of vital moment to the career of any newcomer to the Conservative Party,